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Claim 1 relates to a vinylidene fluoride resin monofilament defined 
by the properties of "being made of a vinylidene fluoride resin which 
has an inherent viscosity of 1.40 or higher, having a knot tenacity (JIS 
L 1013) of 600 MPa or higher, and further having a twisting index, which 
is measured after 1-minute application of a tensile load about 50% of 
the maximum tensile load (JISK71I3), release from the load, and subsequent 
3-hour standing, of 0 . 9 or higher . ,f Claim 1 involves all of the vinylidene 
fluoride resin monofilaments having, those properties. However, the 
monofilaments which are disclosed in the meaning of Article 5 of the 
PCT are limited to ones of the core-sheath structure having a specific 
inherent-viscosity relationship. It is considered that claim 1 lacks 
support by a disclosure in the description in the meaning of Article 
6 of the PCT. 

Furthermore, claim 6 relates to a process for producing a vinylidene 
fluoride, resin monofilament "in which a vinylidene fluoride resin 
monofilament obtained by melt spinning and subsequent stretching is 
subjected to a high-temperature relaxation treatment in which the 
monofilament is heat-treated in an oil bath heated at 140-175°C for a 
period as extremely short as 0 . 05 to 0 . 5 seconds . " However, the processes 
which are disclosed in the meaning of Article 5 of the PCT are limited 
to ones in which a vinylidene fluoride resin monofilament obtained by 
stretching a monofilament of the core-sheath structure having a specific 
inherent-viscosity relationship under stretch-ratio and 
stretching-temperature conditions in an extremely narrow range is 
subjected to the heat treatment. It is considered that claim 6 lacks 
support by a disclosure in the description in the meaning of Article 
6 of the PCT. 

Therefore, a search for the vinylidene fluoride resin monofilament 
and the process for producing the vinylidene fluoride resin monofilament 
was made with respect to the monofilaments of the core-sheath structure 
having a specific inherent-viscosity relationship which are specifically 
described in the description and to the processes for producing these 
which are specifically described in the description. 
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